
 

March 14, 2020 
 
 
Greetings Shepherd Family, 
  

“God is an ever-present help in times of trouble.”—Psalm 46 
  
Sometimes that help is very apparent, as when He accompanied Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land as pillars of fire 
and cloud, by night and by day.  Sometimes that help comes in the form of answered prayer, as when we ask for wisdom 
and receive a greater capacity for insight and discernment during confusing times. 
  
Wisdom is so critically important during these decision-making days, as we stare down an international pandemic for a 
virus the human race has never confronted before.  To that end, here is an update on Shepherd’s response. 
  

1) We will be holding worship services as normal tomorrow, March 15, at both our campuses.  Our gatherings 
number in the 125-200 person range, under the 250-person threshold that is being suggested as a red-line for 
public gathering decisions.  We will put in place several additional layers of wise care such as not passing the 
offering baskets or the friendship registers, along with other caring things we’ve done thus far like limiting our 
greetings to waves and encouraging those feeling sick to stay home. 

2) We will be suspending our preschool operations immediately and lasting through Friday, March 27, following 
our Scottsdale school community’s action. 

3) We will be suspending all non-essential ministry activity such as our St. Patrick’s Day gathering and our Lenten 
midweek dinner.  We will be postponing our 40th Anniversary celebration to the Fall to ensure all that want to 
participate are able to come to this momentous occasion.  

4) For now, our Wednesday mid-week service will turn into a 12-hour day of prayer from 8am to 8pm.  Our Shea 
sanctuary will be open throughout the day for congregation members to come and pray.  We’ll have screen 
prompts and music playing.  At noon and 7pm, Pastors Alan and Scott will have a brief devotional time lasting 
about 15 minutes. 

5) Additional considerations regarding Bible studies and other small group meetings are pending.  At this stage, 
each group is tasked with determining its own response.   

6) With that last point, however, all groups that choose to meet at Shepherd will be confined to the youth room in 
Building A so we can control the cleanliness and sanitizing of the space.  Buildings B and C will be closed for 
ministry activities. 

7) Finally, the Church Office will be closed for in person visits except for appointments made in advance with specific 
staff.  At this time we need to ensure our staff can remain focused on this moment in ministry and preserve their 
health and well-being as much as possible.  If you have a need to meet or talk with a pastor or staff member, 
please call or email. 

  
Thanks for your patience.  Thank you, even more pointedly, for your prayers for your ministry staff during this time.  
Together we want to be a blessing for our community.  Please stay in touch daily with us through social media and 
Facebook and our website --- www.shepherdaz.church.  More to come in future days on how we plan to continue to 
bring ministry and prayer to you and all others we have the opportunity to serve with His word. 
  
Under the protective and encouraging care of our heavenly Father, 
  
Pastor Scott and Pastor Alan 
 
 

http://www.shepherdaz.church/

